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THE STORY

After his human best friend announces he’s 
going to be a father, a ghost named Harold 
is thrown into an existential crisis that 
threatens to grow violent. 

IN OTHER WORDS

GIVING UP THE GHOST is a Duplass Brothers-esque 
relationship thriller where the lead happens to be a ghost. 



SYNOPSIS

After his mother dies, Scott and 
his wife Arianna move back into 
his childhood home and 
discover his former best friend, 
a ghost named Harold, never 
left. After reconnecting, Arianna 
announces she’s pregnant, 
which threatens to drive a 
dangerous rift between Scott 
and Harold.



THEMES

GIVING UP THE GHOST 
is a story about…

...taking responsibility for your fate 
instead of trying to fix your mistakes 

through others.

...accepting that relationships with 
those you love will change, even if it 
means saying goodbye. ...learning to let go of a past 

you can never relive. 



“If it's any 
consolation, I would 

have been a little 
freaked out too.”



HAROLD

Harold’s spirit continues to occupy his home while wrestling 
with a troubled past. When new residents move in, he 

befriends a young Scott, who doesn’t seem to mind Harold’s 
incorporeal form...one that is made more tangible by the 

classic sheet draped over him.

Decades later, Harold is elated when Scott returns to the 
house. He attempts to rebuild the life he let slip away, using his 

connection with Scott to live out the opportunities that were 
cut short by Harold’s untimely demise.



ARIANNA
On the cusp of completing her Ph.D, Arianna is pleasantly surprised to discover 
she’s pregnant. She attempts to balance Scott’s friendship with Harold and her 

own trepidation around raising a child with a ghost in the house.
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SCOTT
After losing his mother and moving back into his childhood home, Scott is 

thrilled to reconnect with Harold, especially as he faces change ahead with a 
baby on the way. 
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INT. SCOTT AND ARIANNA'S HOUSE - BEDROOM

The door slowly CREAKS open to reveal Harold standing at the entrance.  

He enters and explores the room. 
He sees a photograph of Scott and 
Arianna on the nightstand.
 
He picks it up. His reflection 
appears in the glass. 

He stares at it intently, his 
reflection covering Arianna's face 
so it looks like it's just him and 
Scott. 



TONE

understated humor akin to BAGHEAD
THE INVITATION’s mounting tension

the subdued longing of THE BABADOOK



VISUAL DESIGN

Dynamic POV and fluid 
camera make the 

audience question who 
is in the room



VISUAL DESIGN

Chiaroscuro 
to enhance 

atmosphere with 
high contrast light 

and shadow



VISUAL DESIGN

Composition and 
blocking will 

isolate and drive 
barriers between 

characters



low-budget, character-focused ghost storiesCOMP FILMS 

A GHOST STORY
Budget: $100k

Box Office: $1.9m

THE INNKEEPERS
Budget: $750k

Box Office: $1.2m

THE BABADOOK
Budget: $2m

Box Office: $10.3m
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BECKY SAYERS
CO-DIRECTOR

Armed with a clunky VHS camcorder, Becky fell in love with 
filmmaking at the age of thirteen in the rural Pacific Northwest. 
Countless short films and bottles of fake blood later, she’s 
gone on to write about the genre for sites like Dread Central; 
has written, produced, and directed two feature films; and was 
selected as a Shudder Labs fellow. Becky also serves on the 
Executive Board for Reel Grrls, a non-profit that supports 
young women pursuing careers in media.
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Inspired by his first visit to Fantastic Fest in 2009, Brad 
McHargue wrote his first feature, a found footage haunted 
house thriller. In the time since, Brad has honed his craft over the 
course of six features, one option, and a handful of finalist 
placements in screenplay competitions. In the past he has 
contributed film criticism and commentary for the likes of 
Bloody Disgusting, Dread Central, and Fangoria, and has served 
as a host and programmer for the Telluride Horror Show, a 3-day 
genre festival nestled in the mountains of Telluride, CO, since 
2011.

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2743801
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JASON KRAWCZYK
PRODUCER
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Writer and Director of the Henry Rollins horror comedy 
HE NEVER DIED, along with writing its companion piece 
SHE NEVER DIED, Jason Krawczyk pursues his passion 
for filmmaking by cultivating genre bending films 
splattered on a gritty comedic canvas. Starting 
“Alternate Ending Studios” in 2007, Jason longs to 
collaborate with talented artists to create thought 
provoking and entertaining material. His films have 
played at festivals like SXSW and Fantasia. 
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2710471/


SCOTT WEINBERG
PRODUCER
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Online film critic since 1999. Voice work, acting for friends, 
horror historian, burgeoning author, documentary film 
producer. Big loudmouth who loves cats. Resides in 
Philadelphia or Austin depending on mood.
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm2973695/
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KEVIN BURR
LINE PRODUCER

Kevin Burr is a film and television producer located in Denver, 
Colorado with over 15 years experience in television, film, 
news, live events, and production management.

Website

https://kevinburr.net/


JUSTIN KNODEL
CINEMATOGRAPHER

Justin Knodel is a professional cinematographer located in Los 
Angeles, CA. Justin has shot over 90 narrative projects 
including features, music videos, documentaries and 
commercials.
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https://www.imdb.com/name/nm4878260/
https://vimeo.com/96179842



